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The Merle Jane Harpst awards were established in 1998 to honor the late Merle Jane Harpst and her
20 plus years as an employee and administrator at Cambridge Memorial Hospital and Tri Valley
Health System. The awards are organized and presented by the Tri Valley Medical Foundation.

Each year, TVHS employees are asked to nominate their co-workers who “follow the guiding
principles that Merle lived and worked by.” The criteria for this award is an individual that sets an
outstanding example of caring service for residents, patients or fellow employees. The award is
presented to one non-licensed employee and one licensed employee. Recipients of the award each
receive a monetary gift and a plaque in appreciation.

The 2024 non-licensed Merle Harpst award winner is Kassidy Urling. Kassidy is a materials
management technician at Tri Valley Health System and has been employed for four years.

The winner of the 2024 licensed Merle Harpst award is Dr. Lennie Deaver. Dr. Deaver has been
with Tri Valley Health System for 37 years as a family practice provider.

The award selection committee is comprised of Tri Valley Medical Foundation Board Members,
the Tri Valley Health System CEO, the TVHS HR Director, and the previous year’s Merle Harpst

Award Winners.

Congratulations to Dr. Deaver and Kassidy!



